
 

Annual colloquium - Preliminary Program 

STRENGTHENING OUR TIES WITH INDOPACIFIC: WHAT ARE THE OUTCOMES 
OF DIVERSIFICATION STRATEGIES? 

MIL Campus, Université de Montréal (1375 Thérèse-Lavoie-Roux Ave.) 
Room B-1007 (wing B, ground floor) 

 
An event held thanks to the financial support of the ministère des Relations internationales et de la Francophonie du 
Québec. 

 

February 26, 2026 
 
9:00 am - 9:30 am: Opening remarks and program announcement 

• Laurence Deschamps-Laporte, CÉRIUM’s scientific director 
• Address by Bernard Denault, Director General for Europe, Indo-Pacific, and Institutional 

Affairs, ministère des Relations internationales et de la Francophonie du Québec 
• Program announcement by the co-directors of the Chair of Asian and Indo-Pacific Studies, 

UdeM 
 

9:45 am -10:30 am: Discussion with Srividya Jandhyala, Researcher in residence at CÉRIUM, 
Geopolitics and International Affairs 

Srividya Jandhyala is a professor at ESSEC Business School in Singapore. 
Interview by Ari Van Assche, professor of international affairs, HEC, and director of the Chair’s 
economics and trade axis 

 
10:45 am-12:15 pm: Panel 1 – Diversification and economic security 

Moderated by Ari Van Assche, professor of international affairs, HEC, and director of the Chair’s 
economics and trade axis 

• Olga V. Alexeeva, professor in Asian studies, UQAM and senior fellow China Institute, 
University of Alberta 

• Alexandre Veilleux, senior program manager, Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada 
• Simon Liu, M.Sc. in public and international affairs, UdeM and trade policy analyst at 

Global Affairs Canada 
 



1:30 am –3:00 pm: Panel 2 – Social Issues in the Indo-Pacific 

Moderated by Dominique Caouette, professor of political science, UdeM, chairholder, director of 
the Chair’s social, political, environmental, and emerging issues axis 

• Catherine Viens, postdoctoral researcher, Center for International and Defence Policy, 
Queen’s University 

• Antoine Laugrand, part-time professor and postdoctoral researcher at the University of 
Ottawa 

• Khadiatou Sarr, researcher in indigenous law and affiliated with CERIAS, UQAM 
 

3:00 pm -3:45 pm: Discussion with Ina Choi, researcher in residence at CÉRIUM-  
 Diplomatic relations in Korea and Southeast Asia 

Ina Choi is a researcher at the Korea Institute for International Economic Policy (KIEP) 
Interview by Yann Roche, professor of geography, UQAM, and director of the Chair’s strategy 
and diplomacy axis 
 
4:00 pm –4:45 pm: Discussion with Laura-Julie Perreault, journalist, international affairs 

columnist at La Presse 

Laura-Julie Perreault is one of the recipients of the Asia Pacific Foundation's 2025-2026 media 
fellowship. As part of this program, she has conducted fieldwork in Japan and South Korea.  
Interview by Yann Roche, professor of geography, UQAM, and the Chair’s strategy and diplomacy 
axis 

 
5:00 pm -6:00 pm: Closing round table 

Details to come 
 

6:00 pm -7:30 pm: Cocktail  

Presentation of the 2026 doctoral field scholarship recipients by Frédéric Czor, Head of the India, 
Central, South and Southeast Asia Desk, ministère des Relations internationales et de la 
Francophonie du Québec 

 
 
February 27, 2026  
 
8:30 am –9:15 am: Opening conference by Dominique Caouette, professor of political science, 

co-director of the Chair of Asian and Indo-Pacific Studies, UdeM 

How is a research agenda developed? Field investigations experience in Southeast Asia.  

 



9:15 am -10:30 am: Panel 1 – Rethinking the Indo-Pacific: strategies, definitions, and alliances 

Moderated by Luiza Brodt, PhD student in geography at Université Laval 

• Mariana Penaranda, undergraduate in international studies, student in the micro-program 
of undergraduate studies in Russian language and culture, UdeM: “Multiple definitions of 
the Indo-Pacific: a marker of competing strategic interests” 

• Abigaël Delille, PhD student in geography, ULaval: “New Caledonia in the French  indo-
pacific strategy” 

• Alexandre Josse, master's student in international studies, UdeM: “Towards new poles: the 
geopolitical reshaping of the Arctic” 

• Benoît Kieffer, student in the postgraduate microprogram in critical management of 
international projects, UQAM: “Asia-Pacific: the new center of the world. What 
opportunities for the Francophonie?” 

10:30 am -11:45 am: Panel 2 – Tensions and Security in the Indo-Pacific 

Moderated by Professor Yann Roche, geography, UQAM and co-director of the Chair in Asian and 
Indo-Pacific Studies 

• Rémi Brosseau-Fortier, third-year undergraduate student in applied political studies, 
USherbrooke: “Tensions in the Taiwan Strait: Japanese-Korean strategic differences and 
implications for Canadian foreign policy in the Indo-Pacific” 

• Amélie Chalivet, PhD student, Thucydide Center (Université Paris Panthéon-Assas) and 
political science, UQAM: “Operation Sindoor and its political implications: American 
mediation and strategic dilemmas for India” 

• Zélie Schwar, master's student in political science, UdeM: “Does the Mekong River follow 
the course of the Chinese stream?” 

• Armel Bouvery, PhD student in political science, UQAM: “The People's Republic of China 
in the South China Sea: from law taker to law maker?” 

 
! Room B-2061 (wing B, 2nd floor) ! 
 
1:00 pm - 2:15 pm: Panel 3 – Societies and Mobilizations 

Moderated by Professor Gabriel Fauveaud, geography, UdeM and director of the Asian studies 
center of UdeM 

• Keyla Shamma Jokung, third-year undergraduate student in international studies, Honor 
track, UdeM: “Why does a populist movement on the other side of the Pacific have such a 
significant impact on the political identity of an East Asian country?” 

• Justine Ines Laforge, master's student in international studies, UdeM: “Rethinking 
urbanity: the anti-gentrification movement in Tokyo's Koenji neighborhood” 



• Éloïse Dupuis, master's student in international public affairs, UdeM: “Institutionalized 
Buddhism in Thailand: between influence and corruption” 

• Sarah Prigent, master’s student in political science, UdeM: “The question of gender, a 
complex reality within international relations in East Asia” 
 

2:15 pm - 3:30 pm: Panel 4 – Environment, critical minerals, and resistance  

Moderated by Professor Dominique Caouette, political science, UdeM, and co-director of the  
Chair in Asian and Indo-Pacific Studies 

• Muhammad Ahalla Tsauro, PhD student in political science, ULaval: “Critical Minerals, 
Critical Consequences: Political and Environmental Trade-offs of the Nickel Industry in 
Southeast Asia”  

• Margaux Maurel, PhD student in international affairs, HEC: “No mining in Sibuyan: 
Towards a plural and relational field of resistance against large-scale nickel mining in the 
Philippines” 

• Shawn-Brandon Rimpel, third-year undergraduate student in economics and politics, 
UdeM: “Green debt and climate strategy: when the Indo-Pacific meets the Caribbean.” 

• Phonevilay Viphonephom, PhD student in community health, ULaval: “National public 
health programs and decentralization of the health system in a Marxist-Leninist country: the 
case of the Lao People's Democratic Republic (PDR)” 

 
3:30 pm - 4:45 pm: Panel 5 – Stories of peace and power in China and India  

Moderated by Professor Diana Dimitrova, Institute of Religious Studies, UdeM and specialist in 
traditions and cultures of South Asia 

• Surega Peethamparam, third-year undergraduate student in economics and politics, 
UdeM: “Invisible Powers: China, India, and the cultural narratives of influence in the Indo-
Pacific” 

• Audrey Girard, PhD student in applied human sciences, UdeM: “Transformations of Yoga 
and Mindfulness from Their Origins in India to Canadian Workplaces” " 

• Yaxin Zhou, PhD student in political science, UdeM: "Chinese digital power: how the 
Chinese state-enterprise coalition is establishing its influence in the global South’s digital 
ecosystem".  

• Li Ma, PhD student in translation, UdeM: “Teaching peace through the lens of Du Fu's 
poetry.” 

 
5:00 pm - 6:00 pm: What are the outcomes of Quebec's diversification of relations with Indo-
Pacific countries?  

Interview with a representative from the ministère des Relations internationales et de la 
Francophonie du Québec 


